Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior version, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for redeeming coupons from manufacturers by a 
store utilizing a third party service provider in conjunction with a coupon 
redemption system , comprising steps of : 

id e ntifying products, inc l ud i ng at loast first, s e cond and third products bo i ng 
purchased, at a purchas i ng out l ot, sa i d first and second products being 
produc e d by first and s e cond product prov i d e rs, r e sp e ctiv el y; 

reading first l y a first coupon from a first customer at tho purchasing outlot; 

determining, at the store with the coupon redemption system purchasing outlot , 
that a sa& first coupon from a first product manufacturer is to be 
redeemed and a second coupon from a second product manufacturer is 
to be redeemed ; 

modifying, at tho purchas i ng outlot, said first coupon aftor said determining stop 
for sa i d first coupon, whoroin said d e term i n i ng stop cannot again b e 
conducted for sa i d first coupon aftor said modify i ng stop bocauso of ono 
or more modifications mado to sa i d first coupon during sa i d mod i fying 
step} 

providing sa i d first coupon, aftor said mod i fy i ng stop, i n a first contain e r; 
read i ng secondly a second coupon from th e first customer at tho purchasing 

out l ot, whoroin said s e cond coupon i s th e n e xt coupon r e ad aftor sa i d first 

coupon; 

making a d e t e rm i nat i on r e lat e d to wh e th e r sa i d s e cond coupon is to b e 

rodoomod aft e r said reading secondly stop; 
storing, aftor said making stop, said second coupon in a s e cond container, 

diff e r e nt from said first contain e r; 
r e ading a th i rd coupon at tho purchasing outlot; 

rejecting, at the store with the coupon redemption system, a ascerta i n i ng that 
said third coupon i s to b e r e j e ct e d ; 
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accepting the d e c i d i ng not to r e j e ct said third coupon at the store after the third 
coupon is rejected by the coupon redemption system ; and 

locat i ng said th i rd coupon in a third conta i n e r, d i ff e r e nt from said first and s e cond 
conta i n e rs; 

r e imbursing first l y for sa i d first coupon; 

reimbursing the store s e condly for the first and sate second coupon through the 
use of the coupon redemption system associated with the at a tim e 
d i ff e r e nt from sa i d r ei mbursing first l y st e p, wh e r ei n e ach of said 
r ei mburs i ng f i rst l y and sa i d r ei mburs i ng s e cond l y st e ps is mad e by a third 
party service provider, the third party service provider being different from 
the first and second manufacturers prov i d e rs of th e first and s e cond 
products associated with the said first and second coupons, respectively. 

2. (Currently Amended) The [[A]] method of claim , as c l a i m e d i n C l a i m 1 [[,]] 
further comprising steps of including : 

recording transaction information related to the said third coupon in the coupon 
redemption system ; r e tri e ving sa i d third coupon from said th i rd conta i n e r; 
and 

checking whether reimbursement is to be made to the store for the said third 
coupon based on the recorded transaction information . 

3. (Currently Amended) The [[A]] method of claim , as c l a i m e d i n Claim 1 [[,]] 
further comprising a step of storing the first and second coupons in a container 
for later use during the reimbursing step wh e r e in: said s e cond coupon i s stor e d 
d e p e nding on a numb e r of factors i nclud i ng wh e th e r said s e cond coupon i s 
subm i tt e d for r e d e mpt i on at a particu l ar store and wh e th e r sa i d s e cond coupon 

- i s subm i tt e d for r e d e mpt i on during a part i cu l ar t i m e. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The [[A]] method of claim , as cla i med in C l a i m 1 [[,]] 
further comprising steps of i nc l ud i ng : 

remov i ng said third coupon from said th i rd conta i n e r; 

obtaining information from the said third coupon using a coupon redemption 

subsystem at a location different from the store purchasing out le t ; and 
using sa i d i nformation i n determining whether to reimburse the store for the said 

third coupon based upon the information . 

5. (Currently Amended) The [[A]] method of , as claim e d i n Claim 1 [[,]] further 
comprising a step of wh e r ei n: sa i d identifying products being purchased at the 
store stop is conduct e d using a product reader device that is separate from a«d 
each of said r e ading firstly a nd s e cond l y st e ps i s conduct e d us i ng a coupon 
reader device utilized in the determining step . 

6. (Currently Amended) The [[A]] method of claim , as c l a i m e d in C l aim [[1]], 
wherein [[:]] the said reimbursing first l y step comprises reimbursing the store for 
the first coupon i s mad e to an e ntity associatod with th e purchas i ng outl e t within 
about one day after the determining said prov i d i ng step and said reimbursing the 
store for the second coupon s e cond l y st e p i s mad e to th e e ntity more than one 
day after the determining said stor i ng step. 

7. (Currently Amended) The [[A]] method of claim 3 , as cla i med in Claim 1, 
wherein the : said first container includes: (i) a modified coupon lock box unit, (ii) 
sa i d socond conta i nor i nc l udes an audit coupon lock box unit A and (iii] sa i d third 
conta i n e r i nclud e s a rejected coupon lock box unit. 

8. (Currently Amended) The [[A]] method of claim , as claimed in C l aim 1 [[,]] 
further comprising a step of i nc l ud i ng: reimbursing the third party service provider 
by the first manufacturer product provider after the third party service provider 
reimburses the store for the first coupon said reimbursing first l y st e p . 
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9. (Currently Amended) The [[A]] method of claim , as c l a i med in Cla i m 1[[J] 
further comprising a step of modifying, at the store after the determining step, the 
first coupon such that the first coupon cannot be processed again by the coupon 
redemption system to determine whether to redeem the first coupon i nc l ud i ng: 
r e mov i ng sa i d th i rd coupon from sa i d th i rd conta i n e r and tak i ng sa i d th i rd coupon 
to a coupon r e d e mpt i on subsyst e m that inc l ud e s an auxi li ary coupon r e ad e r 
d e v i c e that r e ads sa i d th i rd coupon . 

10. (original) A system for redeeming coupons from manufacturers by a store 
utilizing a third party service provider , comprising: 

a coupon verification device that reads a first coupon, a second coupon, and a 
third coupon and determines . wh e r ei n at le ast sa i d f i rst and s e cond 
coupons ar e from a first custom e r and said s e cond coupon is r e ad n e xt 
aftor said first coupon; proc e ss i ng apparatus in op o rativo communication 
with sa i d devic e , sa i d proc e ss i ng apparatus d e t e rm i ning that (i) the said 
first coupon is to be redeemed and modified, (ii) the dotorm i ning that sa i d 
second coupon is to be redeemed and audited, and (iii) the dotorm i ning 
that sa i d third coupon is to be rejected; and 

a first storag e un i t that stor e s sa i d first coupon; 

a s e cond storag e un i t that stor e s sa i d s e cond coupon; 

a third storag e unit that stor e s sa i d th i rd coupon, wh e r ei n sa i d d e v i c e , sa i d 
proc e ss i ng apparatus, and e ach of said f i rst, s e cond and th i rd storag e 
units ar e locat e d at purchas i ng out le t at wh i ch sa i d first, s e cond, and th i rd 
coupons ar e pr e s e nt e d for r e d e mption; and 

a coupon redemption subsystem remotely located from the coupon verification 
device and operativelv configured to issue m e ans for issu i ng payment to 
the store from a third party service provider as r el at e d to reimbursement 
for redemption of the said first coupon and said second coupon, the third 
party service provider being different from manufacturers of products 
associated with the first, second and third coupons said m e ans for issuing 
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paym e nt b ei ng op e rat e d to r ei mburs e for sa i d s e cond coupon at a t i m e 
diff e r e nt from b e ing op e rat e d to r e imburs e for sa i d first coupon . 



1 1 . (Currently Amended) The [A] system of claim 10 wherein the coupon verification 
device , as c l a i m e d in Claim 10, wh e r e in: sa i d proc e ssing apparatus generates a 
report that includes information related to the sate second coupon including: (i) 
an identity of the store purchasing outl e t , (ii) an identity of a store purchas i ng 
out le t lane at which the said second coupon was submitted for redemption, and 
{Hi} a time at which the said second coupon was submitted for redemption. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The system of An apparatus, as c l a i m e d in claim 1 0 T 
whoro i n: said d e vic e i s a coupon roador dovico and tho system further 
comprising includ e s a product reader device different from said coupon 
verification r e ad e r device. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) The [[A]] system of , as c l aim e d i n claim 1 0 wherein the T 
furth e r i nc l ud i ng: a coupon r e d e mption subsyst e m that i s provid e d at a l ocat i on 
diff e r e nt from th e purchas i ng out le t, said coupon redemption system comprises 
i nc l uding an auxiliary coupon reader device and a processor that receives 
information obtained by the coupon verification device sa i d proc e ss i ng apparatus 
related to the said third coupon. 

14. (Currently Amended) The [[A]] system of claim , as c l aimed in Cla i m 10[[,]] 
wherein the coupon redemption subsystem comprises : said m e ans for i ssu i ng 
paym e nt i nclud e s at least one of: (i) a check writer and (ii) a planned operations 
development node operatively configured to wire transfer to a bank an account. 
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